Connecticut Network Now a Source for Emergency Information
In the era we live in, there’s no doubting the importance of homeland security and emergency preparedness.  Whether we’re preparing for a hurricane, blizzard, or terrorist attack, all three branches of state government work hard to ensure everyone’s safety and well-being during an emergency.  Today we have a new readiness tool at our disposal from an unlikely source:  The Connecticut Network, our 24-hour state government and public affairs cable channel.

The Connecticut General Assembly and Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management have collaborated on a project that will allow the state to utilize CT-N as a conduit for official emergency information in the event of a natural disaster, terrorist attack, or other catastrophe in Connecticut.  Using matching funds from the federal Department of Homeland Security, CT-N has constructed a miniature control facility at the State Armory in Hartford.  With that equipment, the state’s Emergency Operations Center now has the ability to interrupt CT-N’s regular programming any time of the day or night and initiate a live emergency telecast.

From announcements by the Governor or other state officials, to periodic updates on a crisis, to critical emergency information like evacuation routes or shelter locations, you can now tune in to CT-N for the latest official word from your state government during an emergency.  The network is already available on basic cable in most of the state, and in places where it’s not, you can expect to see it added to your basic lineup over the next several months.  CT-N will also share its video feed with all of the local television stations in the event this system is activated, but they will remain one of the best places for receiving emergency information live, without interruption – and repeated if necessary – at a time when you need that information the most.

If you don’t already know where to locate CT-N on your dial, visit www.ct-n.com to find the channel location in your town.  And should the unthinkable happen in Connecticut, be sure to keep at least one television in your house tuned to the Connecticut Network to get the most up-to-date emergency information and instructions.

