As a legislator, I’ve always understood the importance of keeping my constituents informed about what’s happening in Hartford.  One of the best ways I’ve found to do that is through the Connecticut Network, our state’s answer to C-SPAN.  CT-N’s complete and unfiltered coverage of Connecticut state government helps keep our government open and accessible.  If CT-N’s gavel-to-gavel coverage of proceedings has any drawbacks at all, it would be that watching them can be too time-consuming for many, and perhaps even a little intimidating for anyone not familiar with the legislative process.  I’ve also found that a good solution to that problem is a weekly program on the Connecticut Network called Capitol Report.
CT-N launched Capitol Report in 2006 as a week-in-review show, or a “highlights” compilation of state government events.  Episodes range from 30 minutes to an hour in length and air each weekend on CT-N.  Capitol Report features in-depth excerpts from the network’s gavel-to-gavel coverage and adds discussion of history, context, and next steps in the process for major events at the State Capitol during the week.  According to CT-N, Capitol Report is regularly one of its most popular programs; it has helped to make state government even more open and accessible, and can provide a “jumping off point” to CT-N’s more in-depth coverage. 

Capitol Report premieres every Friday at 7 p.m. on CT-N and repeats Saturdays at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 8 p.m.  You can also visit www.ct-n.com/CR for additional airtimes or to watch online. Episodes are available on demand (along with gavel-to-gavel coverage of events featured on Capitol Report), or as a downloadable “video podcast.”
